
SightsExperiencesBamberg – World Heritage Site

Surrounding Area

St. Gangolf’s 1

Structurally the oldest church in Bamberg. It was started 
in Late Romanesque style under Bishop Otto the Saint and 
altered to the Gothic style around 1400; it was later given a 
Baroque interior. Together with St. Stephan’s, St. Michael’s 
and St. Jakob’s, St. Gangolf’s was Bamberg’s fourth chapter, a 
collegiate chapter.

The Catholic parish church was built for the market garde-
ners’ district from 1911-1914 by Orlando Kurz. First 20th 
century church to become a listed building. 

E2

Cathedral (Dom)

C4

D1

D4

D4

C4

D3

D3

B3

A4

A4

B3

B4

C4

C5

D5

A6

C5

C5

B4

14

The construction of the Cathedral was ordered by Emperor 
Heinrich II. and started in 1002. After an incredibly short cons-
truction period of just 10 years, the Cathedral was completed 
in 1012. Unfortunately, this house of worship and its successor 
both burnt to the ground. The third building, which displays both 
Late Romanesque and Early Gothic elements, has survived to the 
present day. The most important sights include the tomb of the 
imperial couple Heinrich II. and Kunigunde by Tilmann Riemen-
schneider, the Bamberg Horseman, the “Marienaltar” by Veit Stoss 
and the papal tomb of Clemens II.

The Cathedral is closed for organ concerts every Saturday at  
12 p.m.-12.45 p.m. from May to October. 
Closed to visitors during services and events.

www.bamberg.info
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Old Court (Alte Hofhaltung)
15

The Old Court is the former imperial and bishop’s palace and was 
once directly connected to the Cathedral. The “Schöne Pforte” or 
“Beautiful Gate” leads to the inner courtyard framed by half-timbered 
buildings. In the summer, it is the picturesque backdrop for the 
open-air Caldéron Theatre Festival. The complex reflects various ar-
chitectural epochs. The Renaissance building with the Council Cham-
ber is particularly striking and is home to the Museum of History.

New Residence 16

The four-winged complex was erected in two stages. The Baroque 
wings facing the Cathedral were built by Leonhard Dientzenhofer 
from 1697-1703 as the prince-bishop’s residence under Prince 
Bishop Lothar Franz von Schönborn. The rose garden commands a 
wonderful view of the town centre and St. Michael’s.

Carmelite Monastery 17

Upper Parish (Obere Pfarre)19

The Church of our Lady is the only purely Gothic church in 
Bamberg. The simple nave is 50 years older than the Late Go-
thic chancel, whose foundations were laid in 1375. The high 
choir is supported by flying buttresses. The Wedding Portal 
displays outstanding Gothic sculptures, while the three-aisle 
interior is in the Baroque style. Of particular significance is 
the painting of “The Assumption of Mary” by Tintoretto.

St. Stephan’s20

Consecrated by Pope Benedikt VIII in 1020 and altered by 
Giovanni Bonalino and Antonio Petrini in the 17th century, 
St. Stephan’s has been the city’s main Protestant church 
since 1807.

Böttinger House 21

The court counsellor, Ignaz Tobias Böttinger, had this 
Baroque palais built from 1707–1713 and modelled on Italian 
palazzi. It boasts a richly embellished Baroque courtyard and 
a terraced garden. Today, the house is in private ownership. 

Villa Concordia

The International Artists’ House Villa Concordia invites the pub-
lic to around 80 modern-art events every year, all set in a beau-
tiful Baroque ambiance. After the events in the fields of art, 
literature and music, which are usually free of charge, it is pos-
sible to meet the winners of the fellowship that enables artists 
to live and work at Villa Concordia for 5-11 months. It was Ig-
naz Tobias Böttinger who commissioned the architect Johann 
Dientzenhofer to build the Baroque water palais in 1716. Since 
1998, the Free State of Bavaria has been using the building as 
the International House of Artists. 

To find out what’s on, visit www.villa-concordia.de

22

Altenburg Castle 

Lock no. 100
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First mentioned in 1109, it was initially used as a place of re-
fuge, and later as the bishop’s residence. After the castle was 
pillaged in the 16th century, it was rebuilt in the Romantic 
period. The terrace commands a panoramic view of Bamberg 
and the surrounding countryside.

The last of the 100 locks along the old Ludwig-Main-Danube 
Canal, which was built from 1836-1845 under King Ludwig I. 
It connected the River Danube and the River Main and had to 
overcome an elevation of around 200 metres. Today, the lock 
is still in service for sports boats and canoes and is operated 
by hand. 

St. Otto’s2

Old Town Hall 3

A bridge spanned the river at this point as early as the 11th 
century. The town hall was built in the mid-14th century and 
rebuilt by the people of Bamberg after a fire in 1440. Michael 
Küchel added the Baroque and Rococo style from 1744–1756. 
The wonderful architecture is complemented by the 
beautiful frescos that display impressive plasticity. Today, the 
Old Town Hall is home to the outstanding Ludwig Collection 
featuring exquisite porcelain and faïence. 

Geyerswörth Palace    4

The former Prince-Bishop’s town palace was erected from 
1585–1587. Surrounded by water, it is situated on an island 
between the Old Canal and the left branch of the River Reg-
nitz. Today, Schloss Geyerswörth houses several departments 
of the city council and is currently being refurbished (as per 
2020).

Little Venice (Klein Venedig) 5

The old fishermen’s houses are endearingly referred to as 
Little Venice and are best admired from “Leinritt” (opposite). 
Small mediaeval half-timbered buildings with balconies 
and tiny gardens line the bank of the River Regnitz. “Klein 
Venedig” is the picturesque backdrop for various events at 
the “Sandkerwa” in August, including Fischerstechen (the 
Fishermen’s Joust). 

Maximiliansplatz6

“Maxplatz” is the largest square in the town centre. It is 
dominated by the Baroque façade of the present-day town 
hall, built by Balthasar Neumann from 1732–1737. Today, the 
square hosts numerous cultural events and markets. 

St. Martin’s 7

This former Jesuit church was built by the Dientzenhofer 
brothers. Particularly worth seeing: the trompe l’oeil dome 
created by Giovanni Francesco Marchini as well as the early 
14th century Pietà on the side altar to the right.

 �The church is undergoing substantial restoration works 
and is currently closed to the public.

St. Michael’s Monastery

St. Getreu

Villa Remeis

9

The former Benedictine monastery was founded in 1015 at the 
suggestion of Emperor Heinrich II. and rebuilt in a post-Gothic 
style in 1610 following a devastating fire. Inside, the ceiling 
catches the eye, depicting a heavenly herbarium with 578 
flowers and medicinal herbs. The tomb of St. Otto and the Holy 
Sepulchre Chapel are just as impressive. The terrace behind the 
church commands a breath-taking panoramic view of Bamberg.  

Restaurants, Brewery Museum, theatre and vineyard are 
additional attractions at Michaelsberg. The new Visitor Centre 
with a shop and café are also worth a visit. 

10

One of the most significant Baroque churches in Bavaria, 
St. Getreu was built in 1652 according to plans by Justus 
Heinrich Dientzenhofer.

This Classical villa once belonged to Dr. Karl Remeis (died 
1882); it commands a wonderful view of the town and has 
a lovely café, serving homemade cakes at fixed times of the 
week.

11

City Archives (Stadtarchiv) 12

Built as the surgical ward of the general hospital by architect 
Hans Jakob Erlwein from 1899-1901, it became the home of 
the Municipal Archives in 1991.

St. Jakob’s 13

The only almost completely Romanesque church in Bamberg 
is a pillared basilica dating from the 11th and 12th centuries. 
The Baroque façade was added in 1771.

C5 The monastery was founded in the 12th century and was given 
a Baroque facelift from 1692-1701 by Leonhard Dientzenhofer. 
Behind the Baroque façade of the entrance, a late Romanesque 
13th century cloister awaits. 

Construction work is currently under way until mid-2023. 
During this period, visits are by appointment only. 

Bamberg’s Sculptures

Every few years, Bamberg hosts an open-air exhibition of 
modern sculpture. World-famous artists such as Botero, 
Plensa, Mitoraj, Lüpertz, Wortelkamp and Avramidis, to name 
just a few, have exhibited their works in Bamberg. An exhibit 
by all of these artists has been purchased by the citizens of 
Bamberg and various donors and they now stand proud in 
prominent spots around the Old Town. The large sculptures 
create exciting and unexpected aspects of the townscape, 
and an interesting sculpture trail through Bamberg.

www.en.bamberg.info/kunst/

Go on a journey through time! Discover a fascinating and au-
thentic city, rich in history and culture, vibrant and exuberant, 
romantic and charming, and spectacularly sublime.
Bamberg is a work of art, one that is best explored at leisure 
and on foot!
The Cathedral, the New Residence with its Rose Garden, the 
Old Court, the Old Town Hall perched in the middle of the river, 
and the mediaeval row of houses known as Little Venice are 
just some of its many highlights.

Art and Culture 
The world-famous Bamberg Symphony Orchestra is 
the flagship of this city of culture. Treasures of Euro-
pean rank fill Bamberg’s museums, while a collection 
of modern sculptures adds vitality to the cityscape.

City of Beer and Good Food 
Be it vegetables from Bamberg’s market gardeners 
or specialities from “Bamberg’s Beer Universe”: The 
Bamberg region is known for many delicious deli-
cacies. The colourful world of culinary creativity and 
the cosy atmosphere of the age-old inns have a long 
tradition in Bamberg. In the summer months, the 
beer cellars on the hills attract many visitors eager to 
quench their thirst.

Shopping
The diversity of small shops and pretty boutiques 
in the heart of the historical town are perfect ingre-
dients for a high-end shopping experience. With 
more than 30 antique shops, Bamberg is a paradise 
for collectors and people who love old treasures. 

Christmas and Nativity Town
During the Christmas season, Bamberg is a wonder-
fully romantic city. Festively lit, authentic, historical, 
and atmospheric, it not only offers traditional 
Christmas markets, but also a colourful mix of 
cultural events and, of course, the true highlight of 
Bamberg’s Christmas season: a plethora of nativity 
scenes. 

Tourist Information
Our team is here to help you with all aspects of your stay in  
Bamberg. We can offer you souvenirs, tickets for experiences,  
advice on outings, accommodation bookings and much more. 
Get in touch – we look forward to welcoming you to Bamberg!

Geyerswörthstr. 5, 96047 Bamberg, Tel. +49(0) 951 2976200 
E-mail: info@bamberg.info, www.bamberg.info

Tourist Information is open from:
Mon-Fri: 9.30 a.m. – 6 p.m. (Nov.-Feb.: 9.30 a.m. – 5 p.m.)
Sat: 9.30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Sundays and public holidays: 9.30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
also Shrove Tuesday and New Year’s Eve
closed: 
Good Friday, 24.-26.12. and 1.1.

Other themed Visitor Centres 
(free admission)

World Heritage Visitor Centre 
(Welterbe-Besucherzentrum)
The entertaining exhibition in the heart of Bam-
berg explores the extraordinary universal value 
of the town’s three historical centres: City on 
the Hills, Island City and the Market Gardeners’ 
District, embedding the World Heritage site in 
the context of UNESCO.
Untere Mühlbrücke 5, 96047 Bamberg
Tel.: 0951/871816
www.welterbe.bamberg.de/en/

Visitor Centre St. Michael
The Visitor Centre at Michaelsberg not only con-
tains extensive background information about 
the history of the former Benedictine Monastery 
and its Abbey Church but also a shop and a café: 
The perfect starting point for guided tours and 
walks through the former monastic landscape.
Michaelsberg 10, 96049 Bamberg
Telefon: 0951 87-2410
E-mail: stiftungen@stadt.bamberg.de
www.stiftsgarten.de 

Levi Strauss Museum   
(approx. 18km from Bamberg)

The birthplace of Levi Strauss – an old half-timbered house – is 
now home to a museum dedicated to the life of Levi Strauss 
and his most famous product, Levi’s jeans. English audio guide 
available. Great museum shop.

Marktstraße 33
96155 Buttenheim

www.levi-strauss-museum.de

Seehof Palace near Memmelsdorf 
(approx. 4km from Bamberg)

The building of Seehof Palace started in 1686 as a summer 
residence for Bamberg’s prince bishops. Visitors can stroll through 
the park with its cascade fountain and view nine rooms in the 
palace itself

96117 Memmelsdorf
www.schloesser.bayern.de 

Weissenstein Palace in Pommersfelden  
(approx. 20km from Bamberg) 

The summer palace of Prince-Bishop Lothar Franz von Schönborn 
ranks among the best-preserved cultural assets of the Baroque 
period. Visitors can admire original furnishings.

96178 Pommersfelden
www.schloss-weissenstein.de

Treetop Canopy Experience  
(approx. 36 km from Bamberg

Experience the forest from a completely different perspective. 
Enjoy the incredible views or the finer detail of the forest from 
the 42m tower. Most of the path is in the treetops, offering 
fascinating impressions of the surrounding woodland. Made 
predominantly from wood, the walkway stretches for 1150m and 
winds its way up through the deciduous forest of Ebrach.

96157 Ebrach
www.baumwipfelpfadsteigerwald.de

Milestones in Bamberg’s history
1007 

Emperor Heinrich II. establishes the bi-
shopric of Bamberg. Bamberg becomes 
the centre of the Holy Roman Empire of 
the German Nation.

1047

Pope Clemens II. dies and is interred in 
Bamberg’s Cathedral – the only papal 
tomb north of the Alps.

1237

Following a devastating fire in 1185, the 
Cathedral is rebuilt and consecrated. The 
Late Romanesque-Early Gothic edifice with 
the Bamberg Horseman is still regarded as a 
highpoint in German architecture to this day.

1386-1387

Bamberg’s first Town Hall (today, the Old 
Town Hall) is built on an artificial island 
in the River Regnitz.

1489

The Bamberg Purity Law for beer is 
introduced – 27 years before the famous 
Bavarian Purity Law.

1595-1631

Witch hunts in the Bishopric of Bamberg 
lead to a great loss of life, ending only 
after the death of Prince-Bishop Johann 
Georg II., Fuchs von Dornheim.

1802

The Bishopric of Bamberg now belongs 
to Bavaria.

1808-1813

E.T.A. Hoffmann, famous multi-talented 
personality of the Romantic Period, lives 
and works in Bamberg.

1946 

The Bamberg Symphony Orchestra is 
established by former members of the 
“German Philharmonic Orchestra Prague”.

1993 

Bamberg’s Old Town is added to the 
UNESCO List of World Heritage Sites 

World Heritage

Region

Experiences can be booked at 
en.bamberg.info/topangebote 
           

Museums and Exhibitions

Publication notice

Franconian Brewery Museum6
MM

The historical site of the former brewery operated by the 
Benedictine monks features a great variety of exhibits, taking 
visitors on a journey through the craft of brewing - from stalk 
to glass

B4

Michaelsberg 10f 
96049 Bamberg

www.brauereimuseum.de 
info@brauereimuseum.de
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Bamberg Museum of Nativity Scenes

C4

Obere Sandstr. 23
96049 Bamberg

Bamberger.krippenmuseum@gmx.de

The biggest collection of nativity scenes in Germany shows 
scenes from over 40 different countries and four centuries. 
During the Christmas period, a different special show every 
year attracts visitors from far and wide.

10
MM

C4

11
MM Bamberg State Library

Steeped in tradition, this research library supplies the town and 
region with literature and looks after many outstanding, high-
ly valuable books. Its international standing is underscored 
by the three mediaeval manuscripts that have been added to 
UNESCO’s list of World Heritage documents (Memory of the 
World). Changing exhibitions give further insights into the rich 
treasures held at the State Library in Bamberg. Visitors can view 
unique manuscripts dating from around 1000 in a virtual library.

Neue Residenz  –  Domplatz 8 
96049 Bamberg

info@staatsbibliothek-bamberg.de 
www.staatsbibliothek-bamberg.de

C4

New Residence and State Gallery

Visitors can view the private apartments and staterooms, the 
Emperor’s Hall, and valuable collections of paintings. Special 
exhibitions often take place here during the year. 

7
MM

Schloss- u. Gartenverwaltung 
Domplatz 8, 96049 Bamberg

sgvbamberg@bsv.bayern.de 
www.schloesser.bayern.de

The BAMBERGcard
Lots of Bamberg at little expense!

- Guided tour “Fascination of a World Heritage Site” in Bamberg
- ��7 museums: Diocesan Museum, Museum of History, Natural History Museum, 

Ludwig Collection, Market Gardeners’ and Wine Growers’ Museum, E.T.A. 
Hoffmann House, Levi Strauss Museum

- Bus and rail travel in Bamberg and the surrounding region
- Bonus offers for theatre, palaces, concerts and basketball

Valid for 3 days, available all year 

Bierschmecker®Tour:  
Experience beer culture at its best

Explore the diversity of flavours across Bamberg’s beer and brewery landscape! 
You will enjoy local beer specialities that are full of character,  
discovering unique sights as you wander from brewery  
to brewery, enjoying a few mouth-watering  
smokey beer truffles along the way.  
And to remind you of this  
memorable experience, you can take an  
original BierSchmecker® beer mug  
and a wooden beer lid with you as a souvenir. 

Available all year round for up to 6 people 

Bamberg Itour APP –  
Audiovisual experience of the World Heritage Site 

The itour city tour on your smartphone – a city experience of a special kind. 
The GPS-supported digital guided tour takes you to all the sights in the Old 
Town. Acoustic impressions and original reports from people on the street 
create a lively and engaging tour. 

Simply buy it in the iTunes store or through Google Play 
for android devices – and away you go … 

D3

St. Elisabeth’s18

St. Elisabeth’s was once the infirmary church of a benevolent 
foundation in the Sand district. Thanks to several generous 
donations, the church was fitted in 2020 with several new 
stained-glass windows by artist Markus Lüpertz. The windows 
depict scenes from the life of St. Elisabeth in the context of the 
seven acts of mercy according to the Book of Matthew. 

8

Diocesan Museum

C4

8
MM

Domplatz 5,96049 Bamberg

dioezesanmusem@erzbistum-bamberg.de 
www.dioezesanmuseum-bamberg.de

Limited ground level access. Access through the cloister by appointment. 

The museum is located in the Cathedral’s chapter house and 
cloister and emerged from the former Cathedral Treasury.
The imperial mantles, among them the famous “Star Mantle”, 
belonging to Emperor Heinrich II and his consort Kunigunde, 
are at the heart of the collection. The only surviving mediaeval 
papal vestments from the tomb of Pope Clemens II (d. 1047), 
examples of treasury art, and the original statues from the 
Cathedral’s portals are further highlights of the collection.
Several special exhibitions take place during the year.

Natural History Museum
with Bird Hall2

MM

The Natural History Museum has one of the world’s most 
beautiful natural history galleries. The elegant room was built 
in 1791. The classical display cabinets contain more than 
2000 colourful stuffed animals, most of which are birds. This 
“Museum in a Museum” transports its marvelling visitors into 
another world. The Natural History Museum also hosts various 
permanent and temporary exhibitions as well as a multimedia 
show on the biosphere. Several special exhibitions usually take 
place during the year. 

Fleischstraße 2 
96047 Bamberg

info@naturkundemuseum-bamberg.de 
www.naturkundemuseum-bamberg.de

D3 D5

E.T.A. Hoffmann House

The home of the Romantic writer, composer and illustrator 
from 1809-1813, featuring the poet’s study, the room of reflec-
tions, the interactive music drawers and an enchanted garden. 
It hosts literary readings on a regular basis. 

5
MM

Schillerplatz 26 
96047 Bamberg

etahoffmannhaus@stadt.bamberg.de 
www.facebook.com/etahoffmannhaus

Museum of History 9
MM

Located in the Old Court, this museum is home to the 
treasures of the town’s art collections which include an 
impressive and rich art gallery and examples of 19th century 
civic culture. The innovative permanent exhibition “Lifeline 
Regnitz – Bamberg and its River” presents Bamberg as a 
diverse river metropolis. Relatively new is the section on 
“Jewish Life in Bamberg”. Several special exhibitions take 
place during the year.

C4

In der Alten Hofhaltung 
Domplatz 7, 96049 Bamberg

www.museum.bamberg.de 
museum@stadt.bamberg.de

The museum is a unique gem in the market gardening district. 
With its managed house garden, it reflects the world of a mar-
ket gardening family around 1900. At the same time, it tells a 
humorous and lively story of the culture and history behind 
the urban cultivation of vegetables, liquorice and wine, all in a 
Bamberg dialect. It also explores the tools, the garden house’s 
history, the trade, the guild and the religious customs of the 
market gardeners and wine growers. 

Market Gardeners’  
and Wine Growers’ Museum

E2

1
MM

Mittelstraße 34
96052 Bamberg

info@ghm-bamberg.de 
www.ghm-bamberg.de

Ludwig Collection

D4

Altes Rathaus, Obere Brücke 1, 96047 Bamberg

www.museum.bamberg.de 
museum@stadt.bamberg.de

Meißen porcelain and Strasbourg faïence are at the heart 
of the Ludwig Collection in the Old Town Hall. Figurines for 
table decorations, animal-shaped tureens, fragrance holders 
and dinner services are reminiscent of the lavish lifestyle of 
the few in bygone years. Meißen set new standards in 18th 
century dining. The collection not only traces the deve-
lopment of Meißen’s porcelain creations, but also features 
exhibits from all the important porcelain manufactories of 
the 18th century. Several special exhibitions take place here 
during the year

3
MM www.bambergerland.de

D4

D4

B4

The church itself will 
reopen in 2025 after 
comprehensive restoration 
works.
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World Heritage Site
Bamberg is a work of art, boasting one of the largest intact Old Towns in Europe. 
Built on an early mediaeval footprint, the city has a fascinating and overwhel-
ming abundance of original buildings – dating from the Middle Ages to the Ba-
roque period. The area of the World Heritage Site covers three historical centres.

The unique MARKET GARDENERS’ DISTRICT
The district has a living tradition of market gardening and wine gro-
wing. Urban market gardening has continued here without interrupti-
on since the Middle Ages!

The civic ISLAND CITY 
This is the vibrant home of the trades and of retail. Its land-
mark, the Old Town Hall, is built in the middle of the river. 

The episcopal CITY ON THE HILLS  
Built on seven hills, it is characterised by imposing 
architecture, including the towering Imperial Cathedral 
on Cathedral Hill and other impressive monuments.

Geobasisdaten: Bayerische Vermessungsverwaltung 
Stadtplanungsamt Bamberg 

Stand: Februar 2021 Plangestaltung: iventmedia

400 m

Gärtnerstadt
(Market Gardeners District)

Inselstadt
(Islands district)

Bergstadt
(City on the hills)


